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Concert Etiquette  

Audiences act differently depending on the setting. At rock concerts and sporting 
events, audiences scream and cheer to express their excitement and support. At a 

religious sermon, listeners sit quietly in their seats. 
 

How does an audience behave during a classical performance? The biggest thing 
to remember is that audience members attend a symphony concert to  

listen and watch like they do at a movie theater! The people around you want to 
hear every music note, so do not make distracting sounds that will cause them to 

miss those details! Here are some guidelines to follow: 
 

 

Sit quietly in your seat 
A symphony concert is a story told through music. The  
audience is expected to quietly watch and listen. Make sure all  
electronic devices are turned completely off. Additionally, if you 
talk, whisper, hum, or move around, you will distract others in the 
theater, including the performers!  

 
However, applause is encouraged 
At a symphony concert, you can show praise to the musicians by 
clapping and cheering. The appropriate time to applause is when 
the musicians stop playing. 

 
Remember that you are representing your school so you want to 

be on your best behavior.  
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The Instruments of the Orchestra 
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The orchestra is divided into groups called  sections.  Each section of the orchestra is set up according to the 
type of instruments. Usually, these sections are divided into strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion.   
 
 

 

 

 

Strings   violins, violas, cellos, basses 

All string instruments of the orchestra have four strings and use a bow made with horse hair to make sound.  
The larger the instrument, the lower the sound will be. String instruments are made from wood that has 
been glued together and polished with special varnish to make them shine.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

Woodwinds  flute, oboe, clarinet, and bassoon 

Woodwind instruments are long shaped tubes with many holes.  The player blows air  through the  
instrument and covers the holes with their fingers.  This produces different sounds.  Most wind instruments 
are played with reeds.  A reed is a thin piece of wood that vibrates when the musician blows across it.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Brass  trumpet, horn, trombone, and tuba 

Brass instruments are metal loops of tubes wound together with a mouthpiece at one end and a bell at the 
other.  The longer the tube, the lower the sound.  The tuba has the longest tubing so they make the lowest 
sounds.  

 
 
 
 

 

Percussion  timpani, cymbals, triangle, marimba, and more! 

Percussion instruments are made of many materials like  animal skin, wood, and metal.  This section  
provides the rhythm to the orchestra and can have high and low sounds as well.  There are many  
instruments in this section−almost too many to count!     



A Map of the Orchestra 
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Maestro  
Johnson 

What is a Maestro? 

 

maes·tro  

/’mīstrō/  noun:  a distinguished musician, especially a conductor of classical music. 

Synonyms:  conductor, director 



What’s Going On? 
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Warming up! 
 

As you enter the auditorium, you will hear musicians 
playing their instruments. This process warms up the  
musician’s fingers and instruments, making sure they 
are ready to play the concert. 

 
 

Tuning 
 

When it is time for the concert to begin, the lights will 
dim.  The concertmaster will come on stage and signal 
to the oboe who will play an “A” pitch so all the  
musicians can tune and match their instruments.  
Make sure you are very quiet! the orchestra needs to 
listen to their instruments and make adjustments.   

 
 
 
The Concert begins! 
 

When all the instruments of the orchestra are in tune, 
the conductor will then come out to stand in front of 
the orchestra and the concert will begin! 
 
 
 
 

When should I Clap? 
 

When the musicians finish playing the audience shows 
their thanks by clapping. The best time to clap is when 
the conductor stops conducting and turns around to 
face the audience. 
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The Listener’s Guide to:   A Symphonic Menagerie 
 

Please incorporate this information as you see appropriate for your students in preparation for the  
Youth Matinee Program.  We have also provided links to You Tube performances of each piece. 

Aram Khachaturian (Armenian, 1903-1978) - Sabre Dance (1942) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTYDpMiirRQ  

This piece uses the entire orchestra.  Which instruments stick out?   

How does the music make you feel? 

What is a sabre, and what would you expect a dance involving sabres look like? 

How does the music reflect the (danger? excitement?) of dancing with sabres? 

Leroy Anderson (American, 1908-1975) -Waltzing Cat (1950) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaSQa-yCNjg  

This piece features the violins meowing like cats,  How do they do that? (What is a glissando?) 

Camille Saint-Saens (French, 1835-1921) -Carnival of the Animals(1886)  

 The Swan https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b44-5M4e9nI  

 This is a cello solo.  How does the music sound swan-like? (Cello is very still and calm, “above the water”, while the piano 
 accompaniement is constantly moving like feet “underwater”). 

 Characters with Long Ears https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lY8_G8cYi_Y  

 This features the violins.  How does the music sound like a donkey?   

 The Aviary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1PQRu_C5fQ  

 This features flute.  What is an aviary?  Why is the flute a good choice to represent an aviary? 

 The Cuckoo in the Deep Woods https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jUsX9JwoI0  

 This features clarinet.  How does the music sound like the title?  Are there descriptions of deep woods that also apply to 
 the music? 

Gioachino Rossini (Italian, 1792-1868) -Variations for Clarinet https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFl7yEmpJ2o  

 

 Carnival of the Animals, The Fossils https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTHaH5ONge8  

 This features xylophone.  Xylophone means “wood-sound.”  What does that tell us about how the instrument is made?  
 What about the xylophone makes it a good choice to represent bones? 

Georges Bizet (French, 1838-1875 -Carmen Suite (1875)  

 The Toreadors https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DNGMoMNLRY  

 This features trumpet.  What is a toreador?  Why might a trumpet be a good choice to “sing” this song?  What about the 
 event of a bullfight (outdoors? loud?) might make a trumpet appropriate? 

John Powell (English, 1963- )-How to Train Your Dragon (2010) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_KLAeXw5B0  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTYDpMiirRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaSQa-yCNjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b44-5M4e9nI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lY8_G8cYi_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1PQRu_C5fQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jUsX9JwoI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFl7yEmpJ2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTHaH5ONge8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DNGMoMNLRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_KLAeXw5B0


Meet the Conductor 
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Gordon J. Johnson is the Music Director  
Emeritus and former Conductor of the Great Falls  
Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Johnson is a native of  
Minnesota.  He attended Northwestern University in  
Illinois and the University of Oregon where he studied 
conducting.   
 

Mr. Johnson started conducting when he was twenty 
years old.  He was awarded a fellowship to conduct the 
famous St. Paul Chamber Orchestra.  Since then, he has  

 

conducted many orchestras in the United States and around the world.  In 1983 
he was selected to be one of twenty young  conductors from around the world to 
participate in the Los Angeles Philharmonic Institute.  While participating in the 
conducting masterclasses, he worked with Leonard Bernstein and other  
conductors.   
 
Mr. Johnson’s wife, Ruth, directs the orchestra at Great Falls High School and they 
have two sons, Max and Alex. 

About the Great Falls Symphony 
 

The Great Falls Symphony is a full orchestra consisting of string, wind, brass, and  
percussion instruments. The Symphony has a total of 75 part and full time musicians and 
performs seven  concerts every year as well as two youth matinee concerts.   
 
The Symphony has a musical “family” consisting of a symphonic choir, two youth  
orchestras, and two resident chamber ensembles, the Cascade String Quartet and the  
Chinook Winds Quintet.  
 
To learn more about the Great Falls  
Symphony, visit their website:  
www.gfysymphony.org 

http://www.gfsymphony.org


After the Concert 
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We hope that you enjoyed this performance of   We hope that you will continue to keep the 
arts alive by going to concerts at your school or at the symphony,  

learning how to play an instrument or sing, and researching and listening to music online! 
 

If you would like to write a letter to Mr. Johnson about today’s performance,  
please mail them to:   

 
Great Falls Symphony 

c/o Education Programs Manager 

P.O. Box 1078 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

 
If you want to know more about music, checkout  

the following websites: 
 

http://gfsymphony.org 
http://www.classicalmpr.org/education 

http://www.fromthetop.org 
http://www.sfskids.org 

http://www.classicsforkids.com 
http://www.dsokids.com 

 

Join our Youth Orchestra Program! 
If you are in grades 6-12 and play an instrument, you should consider joining one 

of our Youth Programs!  Sinfonia is our intermediate, strings only chamber  
orchestra and we also have our full symphonic Youth Orchestra for high school 
musicians!  Auditions are held 3 times per year!  Visit gfyouthorchestra.org for 

more information! We also have a new Youth Chamber Music Program for 
students interested in participating in a small coached ensemble.  You do not 

have to be a member of Sinfonia or Youth Orchestra to participate! 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Be sure to thank your teacher for the help they provided.  Thank your principals 
and administrators for providing the buses and allowing time away from school 

so that you could enjoy this experience. 

http://www.gfyouthorchestra.org


 

The Great Falls Symphony Association 
Youth Matinee Series 

 
 

 

 

Student Review 
 

March 26, 2020 
 

Write a review of your concert experience and share it with the Great Falls Symphony! 
 
 
 

School:  _______________________________________            Grade:  ________________  
 

First Name:   ___________________________________ 

 
Today’s program was all about a Symphonic Menagerie.  Did you enjoy the program? 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the things you learned during today’s performance? 
 
 
 
 
 
What was your favorite part of the concert? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was your least favorite part of today’s concert and why? 

 
 
 
 
 

Please have your teacher send your review to: 
Angela Costley, Education Programs Manager 

Great Falls Symphony  
P.O. Box 1078 

Great Falls, MT 59403 
OR send via email: angela@gfsymphony.org 
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The Great Falls Symphony Association 

Youth Matinee Series 

2019-2020 Season 
 

Teacher  Evaluation Form 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to evaluate our program.  Your comments will help the  
Great Falls Symphony to better serve the children and teachers of our community.  
 
School:  ________________________________  

Name:   ________________________________ 

Grade level:   ___________________________ 

Program:   

 
Please rate the following using this scale: 5-excellent 4-good, 3-satisfactory, 2-fair, 1-poor  
 
Student experience: __________  

Teacher experience: __________  

Performance: _______________ 

Pre-visit materials: ___________  

 
Please answer the following:  
 

1. What did your students most enjoy?  
 
 
 

2. What portion of the Listener’s Guide did you find most helpful?  
 
 
 

3. What could the Great Falls Symphony improve to make your visit more productive 
or enjoyable?  
 
 
 

 
 

Please return this form in the mail after your visit to  
Angela Costley Education Programs Manager 

Great Falls Symphony // P.O. Box 1078 // Great Falls, MT 59403 
OR  

send via email: angela@gfsymphony.org 
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